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... in the 80’s ...

few severe incidents ... major media attention 
Political Response: 

Maximum Risk Control

no remaining contamination = no remaining risk

= no remaining liability !

suits precautionary strategies !



... in the 90’s ...

... land contamination = widespread problem 
...

... drastic risk control = neither technically 
nor economically feasible ...

strategies to manage „historic“ contamination: 

suitable for use

remaining contamination = accaptable risk ?

= remaining liability ?



Challenge

How to reduce the cost of dealing with 

land contamination without 

compromising public health and water 

quality, or business confidence in the 

benefits of land regeneration and 

sustainable use of soil?
towards international exchange and cooperation



R O A D M A P
on international networking



since 80‘s      NATO/CCMS  rem. technologies
1992               TCB report

since 1993      Internat. Committe on CL (worldwide)

since 1994      Common Forum on CL (Europe)

1996 - 1998    CARACAS (RA)

1998 - 2001    CLARINET (RM)

since 2000      ...  many CL-related FP-projects

2001               Common Forum continued

EU Soil Policy, EU GWD, EU Env. Liability

Roadmap 

NICOLE
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1st Internat. Committee Meeting in Vienna, Nov. 1993
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CLARINET Plenum Meeting in Dublin, 1999
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EU Common Forum of Contaminated Land
EU Member States incl. EC, NICOLE + RTD networks

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

1994 20061996

CARACAS

1998 2000 2002

CLARINET

Risk Assessment
Network

Risk Management
Network

EC RTD Framework Programmes EU Soil Policy

ROADMAP of EU Networking

CABERNET
AQUATERRA
LIBERATION
EURODEMO

SNOWMAN

N I C O L E



M I L E S T O N E S
( s o m e )





Prof. Colin Ferguson

was chairman of the 
CARACAS Scientific 

Advisory Board. 

His inspiring personality 
was fundamental in 

developing the European 
partnership and to ensure 

an effective outcome.





CLARINET WEBSITE

http://www.clarinet.at

Contaminated Land in Europe 





CLARINET & NICOLE
Key Note Papers 

published in EPP 2001

Recommendations
towards Risk-based
Land Management



LOOKING FORWARD



FUTURE PERSPECTIVES

stronger interaction: spatial planning - water 
protection – environm. management

3 elements for Risk Based Land Management:
Fitness for use
Protection of the environment
Reduction of aftercare

EU Soil Framework Directive

suitable for use !



“Harmonization Prozess“
in Contaminated Land Management

• „soft-harmonization“ = co-operation and information
exchange between all stakeholders

• harmonise pure scientific/technological aspects

• retain appropriate national and local approaches

• „hard-harmonization“ = threat of imbalance in actual
levels of protection under different circumstances





GOOD LUCK
for the next 10 years





Statements

• Industry site (RBCA), shorter term perspective
• Regulator regional (RBLM), longer term persp.

• Problems with industrial sites small part of 
regulator problems



Environmental
Problem

Two Policy Perspectives

Spatial Planning
Problem

endanger
human/ecological health

endanger
economical growth


	10 YEARS OF �CONTAMINATED LAND MANAGEMENT IN EUROPE
	... in the 80’s ...
	... in the 90’s ...
	Challenge
	Roadmap 
	Roadmap 
	Roadmap 
	Roadmap 
	FUTURE PERSPECTIVES
	“Harmonization Prozess“�in Contaminated Land Management
	GOOD LUCK�for the next 10 years�
	Statements

